OUT   O.F JOINT
It is appalling to think of the millions of slaves confined in the
great galley London, all pulling monotonously on the oars of the
job, coming into town each day to make entries in books that are
the counterparts of other entries that other men make in other
books, working long hours for a pittance which could not be much
less, however bad the luck, if they were to try something on their
own.
A man feels quite different when he's his own master; if he could
only be his own mistress as well, life would be quite perfect.
This dependence on the job saps men's self-esteem. It would be
different if you had rigid laws of employment, of dismissal, of
pension, fixed by the State and binding for the employer. It is
intolerable in the free-fox-in-the-free-henroost system, which
binds men in servitude to the detested job from fear of that awful
thing, the Sack. I. can't imagine why we set such store on the
Empire, and don't want anyone else to have it, when we are
apparently incapable of curing these conditions in England.
But these are random ruminations, marginal notes. I was
speaking of TJie Times.
Before the Great War The Times did what really seems, in the
light of subsequent events, to have been a national service by
continually focusing English attention on the war spirit that was
being fostered in Germany and by calling for the necessary
measures of self-defence to be taken in England. The then Berlin
correspondent of The Times, Valentine Ghirol, and his assistant
Saunders, were men of great experience and knowledge and saw
what was corning with a clear eye. After the war Chirol had the
satisfaction of finding in a book of official German documents, I
think, a pre-war memorandum saying that the men who were
dangerous to Germany were the men cwho really know us, like
ChiroF.
The moles were always at work against Ghirol, just as twenty-
five years later they worked against Norman Ebbutt. Kaiser
Wilhelm, if I remember rightly, hinted to King Edward VII that
Chirol's removal from Berlin would be welcome. In those days
British Governments protected British citizens abroad. Twenty-
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